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Moama Rich River Golf Club was once again the
meeting place for Australia’s processing tomato
industry as 53 growers, researchers, and industry
leaders gathered on May 16 for the 2025 APTRC
Annual Forum. 

The day was packed with discussion, data, and
new ideas—all geared toward helping create a
more competitive tomato industry for Australia. 

An industry panel concluded the Forum, with Nick
Raleigh (GoFarm), Dave Lamb (Food Agility), Brad
Free (Kagome) and Hamish Lanyon (Sawers
Farms) discussing and debating the hot topics of
the industry and the season.

37 members stayed on for dinner and drinks after
the event to continue the networking and
discussions. Continued Page 2.

Virus Response Shifts Gears: From
Eradication to Management
Australia’s national response to the Tomato
brown rugose fruit virus (ToBRFV) has entered a
new phase. On 29 May, the National
Management Group (NMG) officially declared
the virus no longer technically feasible to
eradicate. This marks a significant turning point
for affected growers, with efforts now focused
on managing and containing the disease rather
than eliminating it. Continued Page 4.

RED VELVET: WHY KAGOME’S PIVOT MATTERS
Our processing tomato industry has been doing it tough in recent years.
Between climatic shocks, shrinking grower numbers, and the rise of
cheaper imports, it’s been a challenge. But what I like to see from our
Australian industry are bold moves like this.

Recently the ABC’s Annie Brown interviewed Kagome CEO Brad Free to
find our more. Continued page 5.

Kagome Australia's Brad Free says
the company needed to change in
order to continue to grow. 
(ABC Rural: Annie Brown)
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Looking Beyond the Season
Matt Stewart, APTRC’s Industry Development
Manager, opened the forum by reflecting on the
progress of the TM20000 program and some of
the emerging themes for its end of term review.
From irrigation surveys and rootstock trials to
biosecurity concerns around ToBRFV and seed
importation rules, the message was clear:
industry-led investment is delivering results, but
challenges remain. Matt finished with his quote
of “Buying Australian is the rent we pay for the
privilege of living in this country”.

A New Way to Think About Rotation
One of the standout presentations came from
Kagome’s Stuart McColl, who introduced a
practical new tool he’s been using for their
growers: the “rotation index.” By crunching yield
data across 1,300+ paddocks and 17 seasons, the
model gives growers a clearer understanding of
how length of rotations and number of crops
over a time period can influence yield
expectations. The goal? Keep the index low—and
yields high.

Varieties on Trial
Mark Sargeant from OptiAg walked us through
the 2024–25 cultivar trials. Yields and brix scores
were front of mind, with an added explainer by
Mark on the importance of CV (Coefficient of
Variation) in data accuracy. A high CV could
indicate the results are less reliable or more
influenced by environmental factors, which was
the case for a couple of trial sites this season.

Digging Deeper into Fusarium
University of Melbourne PhD researcher Hanyue
Feng gave a detailed update on her research into
Fusarium oxysporum. Most field isolates have
been confirmed as race 3, with some not fitting
neatly into known categories. Hanyue’s work is
also uncovering how rotation crops like barley,
canola, wheat and faba bean may host the
pathogen without showing symptoms—adding
complexity to disease management strategies.
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Does Hot Water Treatment Affect Seed
Performance?
Another UoM project, led by Tania Zhang and
Alex Fournier-Level, examined whether hot water
treatment (HWT) has any lasting effects on
seedling vigour. Early signs of stress in a few
cultivars faded over time, suggesting that while
HWT is generally safe, seed batch variation might
play a role in how seeds bounce back. There is
one more data set to gather before the report is
finalised and distributed.

Data, Drones and Digital Twins
David Lamb from Food Agility and highlighting
as our Keynote speaker, gave a tour of the digital
frontier. From yield forecasting using drone
imagery to in-crop water demand modelling, the
message was that data is transforming how we
manage farms. But Lamb reminded us; tech
alone won’t fix everything. It’s about using these
tools wisely and making them work for our
systems. A parting quote was “If you’re not
paying for data on your farm, you ARE the data”.

Water Outlook: A Mixed Bag
Water resources expert Mark Bailey painted a
mixed picture for the 2025–26 season. While
current storage levels are reasonable, patchy
rainfall forecasts and possible rationing in parts
of the Goulburn and Loddon systems mean
careful planning will be critical. The risk of spill,
however, is the lowest in years.

Kagome’s Big Picture
Kagome Australia CEO Brad Free presented
delegates a candid look at the company’s
challenges and exciting new directions. With
increasing paste imports from China and
ongoing energy cost pressures, Kagome is
sharpening its focus on quality, upcycled
products, and cost-saving innovations. 
The message: premium product and processing
excellence are the way forward.
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Farming’s Future Workforce 
A valuable addition to the forum this year was a
look at AgCAREERSTART, presented by Amy
Snowden, which detailed a national program
connecting young Australians with real farm
jobs. With strong retention and completion rates,
the program is helping build the next generation
of ag professionals—something the tomato
industry will need as it adapts to a fast-changing
future.

ToBRFV From Eradication to Management. 
Continued from page 1...

ToBRFV is a highly contagious virus affecting
tomatoes, capsicums, and chillies. It can potentially
cause deformities in fruit and leaves, leading to yield
and quality losses. However, it is important to note
that this virus establishes more easily in protected
cropping environments. To the knowledge of APTRC
and the Australian industry, no outbreaks in
processing tomatoes have ever been recorded
globally. 

First detected in South Australia in 2024, ToBRFV
has since been found in Victoria, with a concerning
case in seedlings from NSW showing no direct link
to other infected sites—suggesting the virus could
be more widespread than previously thought.

Multiple seed lines traced back to Türkiye and Israel
have tested positive for the virus, despite initially
being certified disease-free. 

The Australian Department of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Forestry (DAFF) has suspended acceptance of
seed testing certificates from Turkish labs and is
investigating offshore testing protocols.

The Australian Processing Tomato Research
Council (APTRC) is heavily involved in the new
response planning, working alongside state
authorities and industry bodies to develop a
practical long-term management strategy that
supports safe but effective production and trade
and provides clear guidance to growers and
importers.

This includes efforts by APTRC to work alongside
seed suppliers and Department of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Forestry to review current seed
testing protocols.

While this transition presents challenges, it has
led to industry-wide collaboration that aims to
safeguard Australian horticulture from the threat
of ToBRFV, with emphasis now on trying to
minimise future impacts to industry.  

For the latest updates, visit outbreak.gov.au.

In Summary
Finishing with an in-depth and candid industry panel, the 2025 APTRC delivered on what it
promised: a deep dive into the issues and opportunities shaping our sector. Whether it was the
science of soilborne disease, the promise of smarter farming, or the pursuit of better yields
through rotation and variety selection, the day offered real insights—and plenty to think about.

Annual APTRC Forum...Continued from page 3.

https://www.outbreak.gov.au/current-outbreaks/tomato-brown-rugose-fruit-virus
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The ABC article and accompanying 7pm news story
highlighted how Kagome Foods Australia is leading
the way in innovation by finding new value in what
was once waste. 

They’re now cold-pressing tomato seeds to make oil
for skincare. That same fruit that ends up in our
paste, sauces and dice is now showing up in
moisturisers, facial scrubs and sunscreen. And the
tomato skin powder is even making its way into pet
food.

This is a deliberate strategy to de-commoditise, to
add value, and to support the future of growers. CEO
Brad Free put it plainly: “We needed to change in
order to keep growing.” And that’s exactly what
they’re doing—finding ways to recover 100% of their
by-product by 2027.

Our industry has watched our grower numbers
almost halve in a decade. But we’ve also seen the
opportunities that comes from innovation and
adaptability. Our industry can’t rely on old models to
carry us forward. What Kagome is doing gives our
industry something it needs right now: new
momentum.

Red Velvet is a reminder that there’s beauty in
reinvention—and that our industry still has plenty of
opportunity left for those daring enough to find it.

To read the ABC article, please visit this site. 

Red Velvet: Why Kagome’s Pivot
Matters. Continued from page 1...

Matthew Stewart says processed tomato grower numbers
are declining. (ABC News: Callum Marshall)

Samplers of skincare products using tomato seed oil. 
(ABC Rural: Annie Brown)

"Fourteen years ago 95 per cent of
the company's revenue was driven

by tomato. There wasn't much
going on in other spaces. Now's it

only 47 per cent,"
 Mr Free said.

This Article by Matthew Stewart. Source: ABC 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-06-14/tomato-processing-byproduct-goes-to-beauty-skincare/105283220
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-06-14/tomato-processing-byproduct-goes-to-beauty-skincare/105283220?utm_campaign=abc_news_web&utm_content=link&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_source=abc_news_web
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-06-14/tomato-processing-byproduct-goes-to-beauty-skincare/105283220?utm_campaign=abc_news_web&utm_content=link&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_source=abc_news_web
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Water Storage Levels Goulburn-Murray Water

For July to September 2025, northern Victoria and southern New South Wales are expected to
experience below-average rainfall and above-average temperatures, influenced by a positive Indian
Ocean Dipole. This pattern typically leads to drier and warmer conditions in southeastern Australia.
Daytime temperatures are likely to be higher than usual, with nights also warmer, reducing the
frequency of frost events. These conditions may impact agricultural activities, particularly winter
cropping and water resource management. For detailed and updated information, refer to the
Bureau of Meteorology's Climate Outlooks. bom.gov.au 
                                                                                                                          Source: Bureau of Meteorology 

Climate Outlook

The APTRC has been successful in applying for a Minor Use Permit
for DUAL GOLD HERBICIDE, Containing: 960 g/L S-METOLACHLOR
as the only active constituent, for: 

CONTROL OF BLACKBERRY NIGHTSHADE AND OTHER WEEDS IN
TRANSPLANTED TOMATO (FIELD GROWN). 

PERMIT NUMBER – PER95208
To view or download the full permit, click here. 
(As always, check with your processor and agronomist prior to any
new chemical control inputs to make sure it’s an allowable input for
your produce and appropriate for your situation).

 

Industry Notices

PO Box 547, Echuca VIC 3564

http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/ahead/
https://aptrc.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/PER95208-Dual-Gold-S-Metolachlor.pdf
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Water Inflows (Supplied by Goulburn-Murray Water)



Nomination submission below:
Paul Elton has been a cornerstone of the Australian
processed tomato industry for over two decades, earning
widespread respect for his unwavering dedication, deep
agronomic expertise, and authentic approach to grower
support. 

Beginning his career in crop nutrition supply, Paul has
consistently prioritised what’s best for growers, treating
each crop with the same care and commitment as if it were
his own. His hands-on involvement, particularly evident
during industry events like the annual Processing Tomato
Crop Inspection Day, underscores his commitment to
continuous improvement. 

Paul’s strong, trust-based relationships with growers, who
value his consistent presence and insightful guidance. His
enduring passion for the industry and commitment to
excellence make him a standout figure in Australian
horticulture. Year after year, through his knowledge,
dedication, and hands-on approach. Even after all this time,
his passion for learning hasn’t faded. He’s always seeking
ways to innovate and improve outcomes for the growers he
supports.

AgNVet Agronomist Paul Elton
Nominated for Visy Industry

Impact Award
Hort Connections 2025
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Congratulations to Matt Stewart of the Australian Processing
Tomato Research Council on winning the Cultivating Talent
and Industry Awareness Award (proudly sponsored by VEG
Education) at the AUSVEG VIC & Muirs.co Awards For
Excellence 2025! 

Matt has spent the past four years as Industry Development
Manager at APTRC, where he’s been instrumental in shaping
the future of Australia’s processing tomato industry. From
coordinating large-scale tomato trials and field days to
delivering insightful forums and international study tours, Matt
is passionate about knowledge sharing and collaboration. His
efforts have introduced better-performing varieties, fostered
open dialogue across the supply chain, and kept the industry
connected through the Tomato Topics digital update. A true
champion of education and innovation in horticulture.

Source AusvegVic Linkedin

Matt Stewart  - AUSVEG VIC & Muirs 2025
Awards for Excellence

Processing Tomato Members recognised at industry awards
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APTRC 2024-2025 Cultivar Improvement Program Trials 
OptiAg Mark and Sarah Sargeant

In the 2024–25 season, a total of 33 tomato cultivars were evaluated through commercial harvest paddock
trials as part of the APTRC Cultivar Improvement Program. The trial included 15 early-season cultivars and
18 mid-season cultivars, providing a broad assessment of performance across different growing windows.

The trials were conducted across six sites in key production regions. Early-season cultivars were trialled at
Lake Boga and Boort, while mid-season cultivars were tested at Katunga, Rochester, Jennisons, and a
direct-seeded site at Boort. This diverse set of environments ensured robust comparisons of yield, quality,
and agronomic suitability for commercial production.

Below are the Early and Mid-Season matrix charts, which show the cultivars stacked against the industry
standard on a percentage basis for brix and yield.

The Full Cultivar Report will be included in the industry magazine, to be released later this year. 

Seed Industry Representitive
Field Day 2025  
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Chart below represents the only direct seed trial at Sawers farm in Boort
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18th ISHS Symposium on Processing Tomato - Call for Papers
Submit abstracts for the world's premier processing tomato
symposium.

The Organizing Committee would like to invite you to take
part in the 18th International Symposium on Processing
Tomato by sending an abstract to present your research
orally or by poster during the event. This influential
Symposium is a unique platform within ISHS symposia,
allowing researchers and people working in the industry to
meet, discuss and find solutions together.

The Symposium will be held in parallel with the 16th World
Processing Tomato Congress with a full schedule of oral
and poster sessions, from Monday 8 to Wednesday 10 June
2026, including some joint sessions with the congress.

The Symposium will focus on addressing key scientific
questions and issues related to the entire industry, from
field (production for industrial purposes, applied
ecophysiology, agronomy, biotic and abiotic stress
resistance, genetics applied to industrial food systems) to
fork (organoleptic and nutritional food quality, smart quality
control processes, healthy food, high quality cultivars).

Abstracts must be submitted online before Thursday 15
January 2026. Click here for more information.

Vale: Cosme Argerich
It is with sadness that the Australian Processing
Tomato Industry acknowledges the passing of
Argentine colleague, Cosme Argerich, who died
in a road accident near Mendoza on Friday 27
June, aged 70.

Cosme was a highly regarded figure within our
industry—known personally by past and present
members of industry and more broadly by our
extended grower and research community. 

As a long-time technical leader at INTA La
Consulta in Argentina, his commitment to
innovation, collaboration, and sustainable
agricultural development resonated far beyond
his home country.

Our thoughts are with his family, friends, and
colleagues. He will be remembered not just
for his expertise, but for his warmth,
generosity, and enduring support of the
Australian industry.

Vale Cosme Argerich (Tomato News)

FOLLOWING FROM TOMATO NEWS

The obituary by Sophie Colvine from Tomato News can be found here. Obituary: Cosme Argerich - Tomato News

Registration
Registration will open soon!

https://na.eventscloud.com/website/84388/home/
https://www.actahort.org/members/symposiar?nr=875&latecode=
https://tomatonews.com/obituary-cosme-argerich/?mc_cid=bb56e2dd6a&mc_eid=7a23f6c22a


The Knowledge Hub 
The Knowledge Hub, housed within a
streamlined AUSVEG website, is the
largest online repository of technical
information for the Australian vegetable,
potato and onion sector. It contains
more than 3,100 resources from more
than 1,600 research projects (and
growing).

UPCOMING EVENTS

VIC: National Renewables in Agriculture Conference and Expo
This event brings together farmers, agriculture and energy consultants, peak bodies and Government
representatives to share stories of on-farm renewables, their business case and discuss what’s driving
the transformation of energy use in agriculture. 

REGISTER HERE
When: Wed 23 July
Where: The Capital Theatre, Bendigo

 
Future Ag - Agri Technica
FutureAg Expo is Australia’s premier trade fair for agricultural machinery, innovation, and sustainable
farming solutions. 

REGISTER HERE
When: 6-8 August
Where: Melbourne Royal Showgrounds 
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FOLLOWING FROM AUSVEG

READ MORE

This project has been funded by Hort Innovation, using the vegetable research and development levy
and contributions from the Australian Government. Hort Innovation is the grower-owned, not-for-profit
research and development corporation for Australian horticulture.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: 
This project [Australian Processing Tomato Industry Development and Extension (TM20000)] is funded by
Horticulture Innovation Australia Limited with co-investment from Australian Processing Tomato
Research Council Inc. and funds from the Australian Government. 
“Tomato Topics” is a quarterly newsletter compiled and edited by the Industry Development Manager,
APTRC Inc., 
Opinions expressed in “Tomato Topics” are not necessarily those of the APTRC unless otherwise stated.

https://renewablesinagconference.com.au/
https://futureagexpo.com.au/
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fausveg.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Db8253b4bd037aa8f75364d0c5%26id%3D924ff73f12%26e%3D690f7e0dcb&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cb510800fe3ef447ba18e08ddad752556%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638857440864131840%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VmM4JBAW%2BN6dHcM3G%2B9NHBpMBgaZGWVjeijRX74cxP8%3D&reserved=0

